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Marc h Sale of Bound Volumes, for this month only 

Marvels . 19,3 ~ year . Some pages cut or missing. Good 
reading . £5 only . 1907 , v. g . c. , ! year, i price, £12. 
Sports Library (1914), ~ye ar , a few cut o/w very good, £8 . 
Boy s' founia l. 1913/14 . 1·2 6 , 1913 pages , p. 1 • 4 missing 
o/w good . F ine se r ia ls . Another 31 · 51, £8 each . 
Mode rn Boy. Vol . 1 and 2, complere but lac ks issue No, 1. 
The two vols . £20. Others similar in s toc k but fine, cos t 
£24 per vol um e: 
Modern Wonders , several bound vols . What offers? 
Gems . Still a few 1938 J years at £12 per vol . (! price) . 
~ nice short volumes around £5. Small Gems, 1938/9, 
25 dif[erent To;-£1 0. 50 £20 , (No numbers plea se,) Good . 
Tatty Magnet s. ~to clear , 25 for £10. O. K. for 
r eadi ng. S. 0 , L's similar , 40p eac h . 
Nel son Lee s, Bound, o/s 188 • 228, (41), £18 , covers 
re moved. 
Severa l other s with covers at reduced pnces, 
Magnet . 1520 · 1552 , 32 iss ues, £20 . Good conditio n, but 
edges cut rat her c lose, one page cut . o/ w good . A bargai n. 
Startl .er, ! year, 1931. 26 issues, 7 defect ive (cut ) , 
19 co mplet~, £12 . A gift : 
U. J. Detec t ive Magazine Suppleme nt . Vol , 2, 52 
supp lemen ts, complete, £8. 
Tat ty S. 0 . L's, 40p each. 
Boys of England 

I 
e tc. , to clear at £3 per volume. Some 

early S/Hand HB facsi mile s , v , g . c. , £2 cash , 
JUST IN: " You're a Brick , Angela", £7 (pf) . 
The usual very large compre hensive stock available , :sew 
items kee p co ming in: Please chase me for your wants: 
A bit short? Now is a good time to se ll , ~pr ices pa id . 
Small profi t s, qui ck re turn s. 

NOR MAN SHAW 
84 Belvedere Rd. , Upper Norwood , London , SE19 2HZ. 

Tel . 01 771 9857. B. R. Crysta l Palace 
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MEMORY TICKLERS 

Have you notice d how. on occa sion. a n item in the news can jog 
your memor y and take your thoughts back to some old. old yarn which 
you may have read long ago ? 

Recen tly the paper s reporcet.l the mysteriou s loss . wit hout t race 
ror a time, of a gia nt oil- tanke r, My mi nd drif ted back to one of 
Pierre Quir oule's fine novel s in the Sexton Blake Library in the mid 
twemie s . The s tory was enu rled ''The Mys tery of the Lost Rattle ship", 
and the cover earne d an int r igurng pictu r e of a ba ttl es hip lying at the 
bottom of a lagoon , somewhere in the South Sea s . Ttus s to ry wa s 
repr int ed in the thi rtie s unde r a different title, ' 'The Havana Mys te ry". 
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and one wonders idly why such a change should have been made, and 

whether one titl e was more e ffecti ve tha n the other . Whatever the title, 

it was one of the bes1 of the Rollrng Stone' s bOoks. 

Many of P. Q·s novel s had the peculiarity of devot ing the first hal[ 

to detective work, and then trail ing off into an adventure yarn m the 

sec ond half . For this reason 1 often enjoyed the firs t ha ir mor e than the 

second. Perso nally , l think that "The Havana Myst ery" , with its 

detection and, la ter on, its adventure , would be attrac tive if published 

for the readershi p of the sevent ies . 
It is with some p lea s ur e that 1 recall it was due to my own 

intervention and persistence that the contro ller s of the S. B. L. republi shed 

a lmo st all the Quirou le stor ies before, in the late thirues, they managed 

to per s uade W. W. Sayer to write some new one s. 

THE GOLDEN GEM 

Our variou s clubs often ins pire an item in my edit orial, and lam 

gr ateful to them for this. In January our Northern Club disc ussed the 

high pr ice s being ch arged for old magazin es. It is a to p1c which has 

c ropped up down the yea r s, and it bas alway s been ev ide nt that it's a 

matter of sup ply and demand, 
Neverthe les s, the pr ices be ing as ked and pa id for the old paper s 

now is a matter which we view with some concern , for the collection of 

t he paper s is becoming a rich ma n's hobby , 

One reason ls that the C'Ountry 1s awash w1ch money, despue all 

the warning rumble s . And when a country is enorm ously prosperou s, 

all pri ces nse high because s o ma ny have money to burn, and , as a 

res ult, umes get harder for those on small and fixed incomes. 

The only thriving indus t ries tOday are nostalg .•.a , pornogra phy, 

and burglary - whi ch doesn't say much ror the way we have bee n 

governed si nce the end of the war. Lei's hope we don'1 get swep1 away 

in the fl ood. 
At our Northern Club meeting mentio ned above, "others fel t that 

the in tr insic valu e of hobby literature was coming 10 be recognise d ," 

They 'r e telling us: It's a nice bit of sales pro paganda, any how, 

A BIT OF OLD CAT FORD 

We tend co thin k of thing s a s they were when we last saw them . 



Page 

Recent ly, I saw an announcement chat "Songs of Praise u was to be 

te levised from St, Lauren ce's Church , Catford , Ah, St, Lauren ce 's 

Church - and Cat ford, l thought. I knew them so well. I pictu red the 

beautiful, cathedral ·like church , on the corner where two main roads 

joined, I could see the L. L. C. tra ms - one after the other • tuppence 

all the way in off-peak umes • going off in one dire ction - to Forest 

Hill , I th.ink. Route 66, 1 se em to rem ember . And in another dire cd on, 

past the chur ch, the trams had Southend on their desti natio n blinds. 

(It meant Southend, Catford , I think, ) And in another dir ection the trams 

went off to Lewisham , sure ly. And opposi te one side were garden s, 

laid out with flowers in the summer , And opposi te the other was 

Lewisha m Hippodr ome (why Lewis ham , I used to wonder , when thi s is 

Car ford?) a beautiful, big theatre , a ll plush red seat s, and carpe ts, aad 

sweepi ng c urtai ns, and marve ll ous shows when l went there once or 

twice , And Kent used to play county cric ket a t Catford somewhere . 

They s tarted off "Songs of Praise" with a shot of St. Lauren ce ' s 

Church , Cat ford, and my dream ended . 1 have an impression that it 

looked like a giant igloo. "Th is lovely modern church, " intoned the 

an nouncer. 1 reali sed how far 1 had been th.inking back. I wonder what 

became of the old churc h. Perhaps it was bombed m the war , or 

perhap s they Just pulled it down tor tbe sake of pulling it down. They 

do, you know: 

YOU'RE T HE ONE WHO COUNTS, AN:.ELA: 

Elsewhere in th.is Iss ue we rev iew a fasci nating new book by 

Mrs . Mary Cadogan and Mlss Pat Craig. it's a giant work , and I recko n 

1 shall be quot ing from it for a long time to come. A persistent theme 

01 the book ,s the way women had to fight the unfairness of the world. 

Speakmg of a semark made m 1910 by a cert am Rev, John Todd, whoever 

he was Mary and Patrici a say : "His picturesqu e indictment Is 

remar~ab !P now ch!eOy for u s :nnocence; bur It shows plainly how 

respcns .b1J..;.ty tor the nauon 's mora l tone was supposed to dev olve on 

women . ·· 
!'m qLcHe sure that the nau on's moral tone does depend on women. 

No nar.1.oa can be magnificent unle ss its women are magnificent. The 

mf>n don' t ~..all y count f~r much . The women do. A good home depends 
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maJ.nly on the mothe t , A good country depends mainl y on its wo men. 

TAILPIE CE 

The pr ice l1s 1 in a barber 's window near my home rea ds: Men's 
ha. rcutung from 80p , (A cou ple of months ago lt read 70p . ) There i.s 
an addit iona l piece 01 information: Hair only cut wer ~ 

Tho se who follow the adv entures of the splendid Fred Basset wi.ll 
ha ve had a chuckl e over Fred disq ual ified at the Dog Show. " ft was the 
judge pok ing me about tha t upset me . • , I just los t co ntr ol of myself for 
a mome nt. ·• For a gloriou s sec ond or two we imagined Mr. Softee at 
a Cat Show - and what would happen when so me judge sta rte d poking him 
aro und. 

THE EDITOR 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

MARCH 1926 

One could be exc used for thinking it ha s been a hot winter. Last 
month, two of the Stately Homes of England were burned down, T his 
month , the Shakespeare Memoria l Theatre a t Strat ford -on-A von has 
bee n tot a lly destroyed by fir e. 

There has bee n a fine story in the Sexton Blake Lib ra ry this month , 
It is entitl ed " The Black Limo usi ne" or "The Case of the £100,000 
Policy", (F unny how they g ive some stones alte rna tive titles ,) It ha s 
been advertised a s s tarring Gran ite Grant & Mlle . Jul ie, but , though it 
i s written by the same writer, they do not appear in it. It introduces 
a lovely chara c ter, Bertrand Charon of the French Surete , He is a 
litt le man whom you could fold up and use as a ping- pong ba ll • if he 
would let you. 

I only had one S. 0 . L. th is mont h . "The Schoolboy Balloonis ts", 
in which the Greyt n a.rs pal s were car ried away ma ballo()n and 
eventually fell foul of a vill a in named Lagden, 

In the Boys' Friend, which seems to be a ltPTmg a Jot (and not to 
my likin g) the story of the row between Jimm y Silver and Lovell has 
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ca rried on , In "Out Of The Running", the election for the junior 
capt aincy takes place, and Gunner tries to win it by a bit of tri ckery, but 
it rebounds on his own head, and Lovell is e lected the new captain. 

ln "The New Capta in Gets Going", Lovell throws his weight about 
as capta in , and it does not make him popular. In "Nowehere To Go", 
Lovell no longer shares a study with the rest of the Fistic al Four , so he 
ha s no study of his own. Tubby Muffin, knowing that Lovell has 
received a pound note by post, persuade s Lovell to join his study • and 
that doe s not please Tubby's st udy- mates. 

Last of the month was "The Rookwood Boat-Race" , between the 
Classical juniors and the Moderns . Unfortu na tely for Lovell, he gets 
the flu and is unable to skipper the Cla ssi cal boat · so Jimmy, who had 
been le ft out of the "eight", takes over and wins. An excellen t series 
which will continue next month. 

la the Nelson Lee Library there has started this mont h an 
interesting new ser ies in which the St . Frank's fellows become stage 
actor s . It is mainl y comedy s o far , but there are also plenty of dramatic 
moments . Mr. Andrew Sylva nus Noggs runs a trave ll ing theatre in a 
large marquee which is erected in places near certain towns and villages . 
Mr. Noggs' s busi ness is bad , which he puts down to compe tition from 
ci nemas . But his manage r, Roger Barton, is a scoundrel, and he is 
partly to blame for Mr. Noggs's troubl es . ln the fir st story Handfor th 
and Lawrence decide to help Mr , Noggs by staging a boxing match in the 
play on the stage , Archie al so gets the idea that he would like to be a 
st a r. Stevens 's father wrote a splendid play before he died , and the son 
has always dr eamed that the play would be staged some day. Handfort h 
wrjtes a detective play about Trackett Grim, - and Barton steal s 
Stevens's play , The month 's tale s are "The Lure of the Footlights", 
"Stage-Struck Archie", "Handforth on the Trail " , and "The Tri umph of 
Tra c kett Grim". 

There 1s another new iss ue out of the shillin g monthly , the 
Monste r Libra ry . lt 1s entitled "The Bullies of St, Fr ank' s" or " The 
Mysterious X" . 

lt has been the drie st March for over 70 year s . Mr. Alan 
Cobham flew from London to the Cape and back , finally land ing at 
Croydon Airport. 
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The Bri t is h post-office is recogruze d as the very best in the 
world , It has now introduced a new parce l sys tem, named C. 0, D. 
That mean s Cash On Delivery, You ca n or der somethi ng , and pay for 
i t to the postman , 

A wea k progr a mme in the Gem this month . In " Frie nds 
Divided", TalbOt a nd Mari e Rivers quar rel beca use Mari e renews a 
frien dshi p with Joa n Dawlish, the sister of the cr iminal Jim Dawlish who 
has featured in goodness knows how many Ta lbot sto ries. Mane is 
kidnapped and Joan Dawlish goe s to St , Jim 's - as Maue. It ' s mil es 
beyo nd belief . When a numbe r of sick juniors go to the Sanato ri um for 
treat ment, the fa ke Mane Rivers doesn't know which medic ine to give 
rhem , so se lec t s a "white mixt ure". If medical trea tment is run on such 
hne s at St. Jim ' s, I' m glad l don't go there , 

Sequel to thi s was "T he Night Raiders" in which the fake Marie 
let s th e gang in to plunder St . Ji m' s , And John River s is now a dete cr,.ve, 
All the s e TalbOt ta les of recen t yea rs are much of a much ness, and thi s 
pair is no worse tha n t he others . Maybe a bit better , if you can be lieve 
that everybody cou ld reall y belleve that Joan Dawlish , m Mane River s' s 
cloth es , was Marie Rjvers . 

"Grundy the Artist" is a tit le which te lls its own sad tal e, 
Somebod y - a Mr . Manton - i s comi ng to St. Jim's to photogra ph the. 
Head 's Rembra ndt . Grundy , who thrnl<s he can pai~t. lhrnks tha t he may 
beco me famous i f one of his pictur es :s photographed , So he s ubsr itutts 
hls own pictu re for the Head' s Remb r andt - and Mr , Manton pmches 1t 
in mi s take for the Remb randt. Tedious and tire some s tuff. 

Frna lly , yet another Sport s Contest , in "Riva ls & Chums" . And 
Tal hot , who ha s a ssiste d Mr, Ratc llfl , is rewarded by bemg t ra nsferr E'u 
to th e New House . But he changes back m t ime to wm the Sports 
Contest , for t he School House. Oh, those awfu1, borrng Tournam ents . 
How eve r many hav e there been? 

A, the pictu r es we have see n Charlie Chapli n in "The Gold .Rush" 
(I like Charlie better rn his s hor ter p1u ure s , though t hey say this one JS 

a ma s te rpi ece) ; Emi l Jan nrngs in a heavy-going versi on of "Quo Vadis"; 
House Peters in " Raffl es "; Regi nald Denny in "I' ll. Show You the Town"; 
Tom Mix in "The Lucky Horses hoe", and Rin Tin Tin in "Tr acked in th~ 
Snow Country " . My favo ur ite, though, was Betty Bronso n and Ernest 
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To rrence in "Peter Pan". The orchestr a played a lovely accom paniment 
to this one. 

First story in the Magnet this month was "The Feud With the 
Fourt h" , The Remove football team , dressed up as girls, play and t,ea , 
Temple's team, who don't recogmze any of the ir opponment s . Might 
plea se the t inies , but too utter ly s ill y for anyone else , (Remmds one of 
Joan Dawl,.sh disguisi ng herse lf as Marie Rive rs and gett ing away with it . ) 
The tltle of the next story, "Fishy's Debt -Collec ting Agency" told its own 
story , Rather feeble stuff . 

After this came the s tart of a new series. "A Star of the Circus" 
told of Pednllo , a t rapeze artist in Zor r o 's Circus . He falls from rhe 
trapeze, and .ts taken into the Greyfnars sanatonum to save the long 
Journey to the hos pital . Next tale of the series was "Pedr illo of 
Greyfnars ", Fo r some reason. Hobson of the Shell has been forb idden 
by h1s father to spea k to l\edrillo , who has been abandoned by the circus 
proprietor. So Pednllo goes i.nto the Shell for the time bemg , and, to 
the embarrassment of Hobson, he is placed in Hobson's st udy. There 
;s a bJ.t of a mys tery about Pedrillo and the Hobsons . So far it is a 
good, original series. and very pleas ant readrng . 

(EDITORIAL COMMENT : ''The Schoolbov B:al!oonists", S, 0 , L. No, 23, wu made up of a 

~fa gllet of early 1910, plus the conduding c haptert of a sequel which appea r (;d somt. montN 
Jaie:. Th e vill :1in of t'1e piece was ver anothe1 Wl:gdcn, who escaved from p1isoo in <Jrder ro 

p1ov1di;? t he $NJ:Uel, Actua Uy it mak~ a pre.:ty good .:.dapt.ition , bul it would have been mo1c 

n nu bl e 10 t-.ive publ, sh.ed the long first stc-rv "The Grcyfrurs Flight" in full. and then have 

followed it , tt''!. ne, r month , with the second title. "H:ury Wharton's Peril" complete, Th e 

M::.igl'let ta lu ~·e re vel"\. Jong :n th.:u tim e. 

The oth e1 S. 0 . I . that month was a St. Katie' , ul e by Mich ae l Poole-1 1cprinted frcm 

.t ~eues in the Gem, 

' "Tht: Rookwoc-d Bo.:ll· Race " wai. the last Rookwo od story in the Boys' Frir.nd to be 

1llusr.1ated b..,. Wakefield . ) 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + t + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
WANT ED : MonsterS, Holiday Annual , 1920 , Chums Annuals, Boys' Own Annuals . 

~ s . , Llute Fo lks, Puck . Wondl'tlaod, Playbox , Bubbles. Oojah Annual:!:, Stnnd 
Bound Vols:. School Storie s by Avery, Cleaver, Hope, Had•ith and other author.s. 

~ Creyfdats HoHday Annuals, Bunter Books. 

JAMES GA U , 49 ANDERSON AVENUE, ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND. 
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r>LAKIANA 
co nducted by JOSIE PACKMAN 

As l wri te these word s the scene outside 1s re ally wintery. Cold 
with blea k looking slues and a thin layer of sno w on the irozen gr ound , 
A desciipt ion o f co nditio ns which go we ll with the a rt icl e by Cyril Rowe 
connected with "The Mammoth Hunters" . At the moment we haven'l 
any glacit>rs and the s now is not very thi ck but in th is topsy- turvy wor ld 
of ours one neve r knows what to expect where our weather is concerned . 
Cecil Ha yter·s ta le s of Lo se ley and Blake's advent ur es wer e ver y goocl 
and always amu smg. There 1s a, copy of thi s BFL in the Sexton Blake 
le nd ing librar y s hould anyone w, s h to bor r ow it , In fact t here are 
hundred s of Sexton Illake tal es ava ilabl e for people w1thout a coltection· of 
their own or who do not have alt t he book s they want , The charge for 
borrowi ng is st ill Ip for U.j's and 2p for S . 8. L' s and ocher Librari es. 
It' s only the pos tage which ha s gone up. 

CUTC LI F FE 1-!YNE , CECIL HAYTER 
AND SEXTON BLAKE by Cy ril f\~we 

In the early years of the Boys' Fr ie nd Weekly appeare d the se r ial 
"T he Mam moth Hunters" by Cecil Hayte r , introdu ci ng Sir Richard 
Lose lr-:v and Sex ton Blake in a trem endous adventure across the North 
Pola r wastes . Th.ls sto ry was repr inted in No, 88 of the 1s t serie s of 
the Ro;s' Fn end Lib rar y, where I fir st read it dun ng :he Gre at War . 
I was ablP to secure it again a few year s ago an::1 thoroughly enjoyed the 

tale once mo-re . 
Jus t recently I bought a sec ,md -harxl copy of "My Joy ful Lit e" h} 

C . J. C"tc l, ffe -Hyne , the author of t he Cap tam Kett le yarns. Looking 
111 the w dex he fore buymg the book I sa w the name Cec il llay ter se, 
down in thre t places . However , upon read ing t he vol um~ I discov t.red 
that he appear ed over much mor e of Hyne's rem 1n.i.scences than that, 
In the r,arl y year s of the century Hyne and Hayter took an ~x-wha lin g 
barqu e "SY Windward " up to Vardoe a t the entra nce to the White Sea for 
Al fr ed l lar mswor th who was sending her as a rel i.ef vesse l to an 
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expedi tion marooned in Fr anz Joseph land. I-lyne and Hayter left the 
vessel ther e and walked acro ss Lapland, 850 miles to Tomio- I-laparanda 
at the head of the GuU of Ilothnia. No dat es are given but this obviously 
took place very early in the century . A rath er piecemeal and 
interrupted account of their journey is given ,n tlus book published in 
1935. As the journey was made in all the d ifficulties of winter I 
wondered 1f all the s now sce nes in Hayter ' s tale came from magnifie d 
re mem brance of tlus journey. Both gentleme n were great travellers and 
brought much local detail mto the wor ldwide adve ntur es of their flcuonal 
characters from many of their own experiences and I presume that quite 
a deal of inte rcha nge of local colour may have gone on. Hyne says 10 

the book that most of the journey is reported elsewhe re and I obse rve 
that he wr ote a book called '"Through Ar cti c Lapland" which no doubt 
tell s the tnp m more considerable detail. This book I have not come 
across but would very much like to; to see if a more detailed conclusi on 
can be drawn . Poss ibly another bOOk by !-lyne "People and Places" might 
be another source but I have no idea of the yea r of publlca tion . Off on 
another tac k far from Sexton Blake, I wonder how much the origi natcr of 
Captain Handyman drew from Hyne's Captai n Kettle . 

BLAKE TELLS THE TALE by S. Gordon Swan 

Long·forgotten episodes m crime lit erature are to be found in 

issues of THE JESTER for 1905-6. These were pr inted under the 
genera l headi ng of '' The Detect ive Club", and each story was told by a 
ce lebrated er 1me invesu gator . 

We have encountered Sexton Blake as aut hor in T HE UNION 
JACK and THE SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY. Here we find him 
narrat ing so me of h1s own exploits ro ttis fellow -practiti oners . ln 
No. 222, dated 3/ 2/ 1906, is a s tory entitled "A Trail of Glitteri ng Gold" , 
10 which Blake rel ate s how he and a number of police officer s track down 
a gang of coiners . 

ln No, 232 of 14/ 4/ 1906, "The Scourge of the Bush" takes us to 
a different venue, Queensland m Aust ralia. On the goldfield s a 
character named Griffi n accus es a young Englishma n of stea lmg five 
hundred pounds in banknotes from his tent. As he has a li st of the 
numbers of the notes and they are found in the English man's possession , 
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the latter is be lieved gu ilty. Afte r a gun duel, the acc used is shot and 
Griffin is given the allegedly stole n notes and ta ke s his depa rtur e. 

But poli ce are on his trac k for prac tising this rac ket e lsewhe re . 
His scheme was to exam ine his victim's wall et , take the number s of any 
notes a c ontained and then acc use the other of having r obbed him - 
Griffi n. The cr im inal is t racked down but not before he has wounded a 
black tracker and killed two troopers . A bushman is abo ut to exact 
summa ry ve ngean c e upon him when a trooper interve nes ro save the 
villain for due punishment by t he law . This trooper is Blake, gain ing 
experience in Australia. 

Many well-rememt:ered name s figure among the detectives who 
narrate these adventure s, and some not so well ~known: Nelson Lee, 
Dr , Mess ina, Stan ley Dar e. Raymond Weird (a c reat ion of Sidney Drew) 
Paul Sleuth and ot hers . At this distan ce in time - - near ly 70 years --
it is impossible to identify the author of thes e episodes . They may well 
have been the wo r k of different writer s, but as Alec G. Pearso n c reated 
Dr . Messi na and Stanley Dare and wro te of Sexto n Blake, it is not 
unlikely that he wror:.e the series. 

+ +t-+ t- t- - +t-+tt-tt-+ t- tt+ tt-t-tt + +++ 

N~lson Le• Colu111n 
AS STRANGE AS FICTION by R. J. Godsave 

A year or so ago our local paper interviewe d a yo ung couple who 
were abou t to go to Braz il and go up the Amazon River with the intent ion 
of exploring some o f the vast forests which li ned the banks of the 
migh ty river . 

To my mind this cou ple entered 10to this ad venture roo light 
hearted ly . They s poke of taking some beads, tr inket s and toba cc o for 
the purpose C1f tradi ng with the Indians . 

I havP not read of any repor t of the exped1uon or the ir return, 
and ca n onl y hope that the adventure was success ful. 

Any reader of the Nelson Lee Library would imme dia te ly on 
reading the above thin k of the El Dorado series of 1920. This serie s 
was rema rkable for the wonderful des c ription of the Amazon and 
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surrounding forests, The following extract gives a good idea of what 
faces any explorer s of this region. 

"The trees which lined the banks were of an enormous size, 
Their height was like a terrific wall , and presented a great, vast green 
frontage on the river wluch seemed impenetrable. 

It was an endl ess rampart , and mysteries lurked between the 
recesse s. Wild animals , snakes and goodne ss knows what else Jay 
hidden among those mighty trees and masses of c reepers. Every thing 
on this river was so huge - so enormous ly large. Even the flies them
selves were ternfically fat." 

From the health point of vtew it is extreme ly diffl cult to imagrne 
anyone • with rhe exception of the local Indian rnhabnants • sur viving all 
the hazards which the Amazon forests hold over a lengthy period , 

Nelson Lee and the St . Frank's party had the benefit of Lord 
Dorr imore 's yacht - the "Wande re r" rn going up the Amazon and with 
an air ship to cross the swamp in search of the missi ng Colonel Kerr igan. 

Even had E, S. Brooks exaggerated the difficulties which would 
beset rhose enter ing the forest s , it 1s obvious that no help rould be given 
by the outsi de wor ld to those m tr ouble . 

"A COUPLE OF POSTSCRIPTS" by C. H. Churchill 

in the Februar y 1975 ed ition of the C. D. I re cor ded a s horr 
hi s tory of Boz, Nipper 's littl e Spaniel dog, wh,c h he pur chased from a 
member of the crew of IPrd Dor n more ' s yacht, I !inis hed by sayi ng 
that I believed his last appearan ce was 1n 0ld se ries No, 548, "The 
SchoolbOy Conspirators" . I have s ince been advised hy fellow Leeite . 
J1m Cook, that Boz turned up again , for the las t time , in the Flood senes 
m 1927. Not possessing this sr:ries . I was unaware of th1s fact so we 
are obh~d for this mformat iO'l from our frie nd in New Zealand. 

I found Er nest Holman' s a ru cle 1n the January 1976 C. D. on the 
"Myster.:.es of s,. Frank'::;" most rnteres ung. Regarding his rema rks on 
the sketches in the Nelson Lee and theH retauo n to the storie s as 
regards corre ctnes s, I do on the whole agree with him. 1 can point out 
a few d1scre panc1es but not many, I have all the St, Frank's Lees in the 
old "s mall" series and I see that m the series or Feb./Mch . 1922, Nos. 
349/35 5. when the Juniors camped out on Willard' s Island there were 
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several errors !n the inside draw ings. Some of the se showed the boys 
dress ed in Eto ns wh en we were told in the s tories that Cadet unif orm was 
wo rn after classes whe n the junio rs returned to .:amp. One of thes e 
draw,ngs dep ic ted them cr awlin g thro ugh a runne l, hard ly suitable for 
Etons ·. The bigg est e r ror, however, wa s on the cove r of No4 354 , "T he 
Amazing Inheri ta nce". In r.h1s st o ry, Nipper & Co. and Handfort.h ger 
trapped rn rhf> underg r ound caver n. The pict ure shows t hem rn Et<ms 
when they had sel our from the cam p fire and obvio us ly would be m 
uniform . Furth ermore , three Juniors are shown whereas there were 
1our oi them . f h0 drawing erro rs in thi s se n es have alway s irritated 
me , J seem ro rem ember one or two 01her err ors in prev jous number s 
but cannot put a name L<' them ar the mom ent. On the who l e. however, 
the N. L. ill ustra tions we r e quitP. "on the ball" as Mr . Holman says. 

Re the further "mystery" menti oned re garding rhe ce ll ar secret 
10 the Quirk senes, I frnd myself m the same quandary a s Mr. Holma n. 
In chart 8 , as he says , the door would be rn a different posit ion and 
sure ly would be noticed as the ce llar was so c lo sely searche d . However , 
my soluti on is - don't take the sketc h too se r iously , .it's obviously 
"Author ' s Licence" .. 

++t+tt+t+++++++- tt++ + + ++ t++t > + 

THRO UGH OTH ER EYES by Les Rowley 

Grey fn ars., its Staff and Scholars , a s SEen by per s ons i n everyday hfe . 

Messrs . Leggett a nd Tegger s 
Mr . Legge tt removed his pince-nez and gesti culate .ct with it t0 a 

nta1·by c hair rnto wh1ch I sank graLef u lly . It had been a 11rmg 
exper ien c~ locati ng the office of Leggett and Teggers , the firm of 
s-ho!as tJ( 9.gents that had .Lts premises se vt-n floo rs abov f- one oi th e 
smallfr depart ment stores rn Regent a nd I wonde red if the p1lgr.1mage 
would pr ove worthwhile . 

The furnishings of the offl ce and the appeara nce of Mr. L<>ggert 
himself bel<.,nged tn the ea r her. r alhe r t.han the latf?r half 0f t he ceni ury . 
A hea vy mah ogany des k. \Vas dutr. e red with paper ~ alm ost ..:oncea~1ng a 
la:cge cu t -g lass inks tan d and pro VIding a se;:a of co rre spo ndenc e fro m 
which a tele phone o f the old candlestick variety s1ood l,ke a lonely 
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lighthouse , The cha ir into which 1 had dropped was covered in leather 
well -worn by the passage of many years , 

A polite cough from Mr. Leggett recalled me to the purpose of 
my visit. 

"I am grateful to you, Sir, for being so kind as to rece ive me," 
1 ac knowledged . " l will try not to abus e suc h courte sy. To be brief, 
I have calle d to ask you to tell me something of your firm's connexio ns 
with Greytriars School. " 

Mr. Leggett leaned forward, a wisp of grey hair falling across 
the gentle wr inkles of his face . "Ah: Greyfriars, '' he sai d , his voice 
litt le more than a whis per, "so much has al ready been wr itten and said 
about Greyf r iars that it ca n do no harm now if l speak of the sma ll part 
that Leggett and Tegge rs has played in the history of that parti cular 
school , " 

"Our associa t ion with Gr eyfr ia r s," began Mr. Leggett afrer he 
had s tirred the fire into a new lease of life , "cove rs seve ral decades and 
still continues roday. Considering the number of c riminal s that we have 
been instrumental in plac ing in temporary posts at the School that is a 
re markable fact. In additio n to this a junior partner of this firm, for 
reas ons of persona l gain, took a post at Greyfriars in another man's 
name . l will re fer to him late r, but for the mome nt I would hke us 10 

examine two cases about which a cert ai n amount of c ontus J.On exists , I 
am rhinklng of the rwo Lagdens - Rupert and Stephen , As far as 1 know 
they were not re la ted and , al though they both mdulged in crime, Rupert 
was a pro fess10 nal and Stephen an ama te ur. 

Stephe n Lagden had been a master at Okeham School and there 
had not only commuted a robbery but had succeeded in having the guih 
faste ned on a colle ague, James Loder , who was sente nced to three years 
hard labour for a crime he did not com mit. Loder was able to escape 
fro m Blac kmoor pri s on and managed to c ross the souther n counties from 
the wes t until he n.ached Kent where he hoped to flee to the con tine nt. 
He encountered Lagden on his way to the School to rake up a temporary 
post of Games Maste r for which we had re commend ed tum . Lagden 
turned down an appea l from Loder to confess to his dece it. Turning 
away from this confromari on, Lagden encountered another - this time a 
speed ing car . Loder exchanged identitie s and c lothes with Lagden and 

cont'd on Page 18 



P UFFING and ~ro11.n nr., B, ss i, ,wu ng the duM in a h<lpelc" effort lo 
obto.y Gail's ha rsh commands. Poor Bruic ! The upstar t ca ptain 

"'as p'l.lni~h•n.i:: her for no rea son a t a l1 i 
i ·. E, Laidler ilh~tr.ni ~n in T he "d1ooh; i rl 

I 
THE FACE AT TliE WIN 
, h, o, ! "Qll$P•ol P •o GY· .. I- oh! 
.,. ,,.. , ,., until_it p,...,,, ,t a o al n•l lh 
olrl , had , .,, .. !onol :t ..... 011,.acy 11;,: 

Ben ie. u illUltrated by C . M. 



Dodshon 1n The School Fr i~nd in 1921 

HOW ARE THE MIGHTY FALLEN! ~:!·:::• 'n: !,~;;·-;;~-;.; 
flw rrl ... lJ M id • •• S., H I• • hltt p Hl lfl- •" OI• ;alld • . C rQ .. ' 811m,»' 

" Y• •o,cgfl !" r •Uff•u•• • • • •fl • t911 h .. ,.. .. .,..,.,." '"•lh!ck:, •. 

C. M. l"odsl,on picture from 3 1921 School friend 

LETTER FROM A LUVLY LA YDEE 

Clif Howst" Skoa l , fria~ da le , Kt!'nl, 

Dt!'er Mr. Eddiue r , 

11 :1m fourwoodin& 1his via ~fary Cadogan as l do:.101 knoe yor adres. ) 
As yew Jt selleb n yt in; a hunndfld yttn of Charles Ha milton, I t hink it is ()'m yew 

p.1y<l a proppe r tribewl 10 his mo.st phasin ay t ing a Dd dienamic karac te r • fil'. '. I :i.m 
abserloo t ly Pt·U:O UPP with the way my s1ewpid brother Bill y has ho~ged yor kolwr,s for so 
Ion~: Bltt he o rlways w:1.$ a gre edy bees t · kwite di frent f rom hi s ch1rmming, hivly JOd 
orlto;e the r dely1!ull sisster! 

I .am short!' t hn mOSL or yo r rt'ede rs .1r seekretly i n luv wi th me teverywunn likes :t 
~,rll wit h :.i good fii;:.ger :rnd :1 prilty face! t, To give my menny admyren: a reel :ind lon g 
oaverJe w tree! I .1m enklosing 1ome pikcht!' n: by 1nreeus a rt isu which p.iy tdbewt to rny 
be ooty . I e;gspeck t lo be the SUIT of yor paype r in fewtewt! 

YOf'S sinceer lee, -

t'°·l'~'>1.;;' ~unit, 
P. S. Sorree this lt:ttt1' is ktumpd l ed! Thill kat Clara Trevlyn sed it Was piflin.g. l"Ott an d 
throo it into th e w.1istp1y per b.1rski.t: Chee k! P. P. S. 1£ yew doant pri m this lett er, 
~ HEAD WIL GET s:M.AKKEO! '. ! I warn yew! 
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too k the la tt er's pla ce at the School while Lagd en was caned off to the 
local Cottage Hos pital suffering from amnesia and other disc omforts , 
Lagden later confessed and James Loder, having occasioned some 
uncomfortable moments for his co usin Gerald. a prefe ct at the School , 
returned to his pro per place in society, 

Rupert Lagden had experien ced succe ss in both his chosen 
pr ofe ss ions but it was less academic calling that profited him the most . 
At night fa ll t he gown and mortar -board were put aside for the black silk 
ma s k and da r k s uit and the Bachelor of An s becam e 'Jimmy the One' , 
This s ubterfuge s tood him in go od s tea d for ove r a decade during whi ch 
he mus t have amas sed an imme nse pil e of loot of incalcuable value . He 
was brough t to just ice, not so much perhaps beca use or the vigilen ce of 
a Scot land Ya rd detec tive named Brent, but because of r.he inquis itiveness 
of a pupil ca ll ed , l think , Bunter, Thu s ended the care ers both sc holastic 
and othe rwise of a vicio us and evil man who had proved that he would stop 
at little to further his own vile interes ts. 

In the early months of the sec ond war many we re called to serve 
their co untry . Mr. Woose, then Art Master at Greyfr1ars , was 
appointed advi ser on cam ouflag e to the War Office and Dr , Locke asked 
me to fin d a successor . This was not easy co nsided ng the shortage of 
ma npower and I was co nsi der ing advis ing the Grey fria rs headmast er that 
1 was unable to a ssist when a Mr , Lamb walked rnto thlS office, I 
rem embe r him we ll for he wore his hau rather tong and appeared t(' 

cultiv ate into a style of curls more suit ed to the youth of today than to a 
mature ma n of 1939 , How ge nuine wa s this and the other affecta tJ.ons he 
indu lged rn I am unable to say , Perha ps they were part of a disgu ise 
for his r eal charac te r of Slim Jim . &it begga r s - eve n aca de mic ones -
cannot be choosers and Lamb prc,vided proof that he had bee n exemp ted 
from mili tary service and wa s too old to be co ns idere d a · Bevin Boy' . 
l tr ied to ignore the ma n's rather 'arty' appeara nce which remin ded m P 
rather o f a cartooni st' s idea of a concert p1amsL, and as he was mor e 
than willi ng to take up the appointmen t and I wa s anx ious to oblige Dr. 
Loc ke, 1 de c ided that he would have to do, 

There were excelle nt pick ings rn the Greyfriars v1c 10ity for a 
ma n of Lam b's ca ll ing and it was just as he was leaving one of these -
Popper Court I think it was call ed - tha t he wa s conf ront ed by Mr , Quelc h, 
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Poor Quelch : face d with exposu re, Lamb arra nged the Remove maste r s' 
atx.iuct-,.on a nd the poor fellow had to face many weeks of incarceratio n 
before his re lease was eng meered by a boy of his form called Vernon 
Smit h. And rnenuon of that name re calls Lucius Teggers, the JUmor 
member of this furn whom I mentioned earlier , l musr emph astst" thal 
Luc..Jus wa s not a cnmrnal see king to augmen t his teaching emolument s 
by crack i.ng safes ~ Ile was a dissolute wastr e l , heaviJy 1n debt 10 

rnnumer-tblP tu rf ac, -:ountams, but H was a v1s rnn of unhm ited wealrh tha t 
m>1de h-~m st r ay fro m Lhe str ai 1 and narrow. You are doubtl ess aware 
oi t he 1mmense asset s of Mr . Samufl Vernon -Smith the internat.:.ona l 
iina nuer and that he is paren t to an only c hild ·· a boy who 1s a pupil at 
Greyfnars School, It was the behav iour of th is boy that ca" sed th< 
fa r.her sPr iously to C'Ons1der di sowning h1m and nam ing another as tus 
h~rr . The succ essor was to be Luciu s Teggers _1{ the boy d1d not mend 
hes ways. 

The Teggers were d1sram relatives of the Vernon-Smi ths; a 
dJStance that the-latter had been ar pa.ms tn observe over the years . Now, 
suddenly , Lucius was approa c hed by Vernon·Sm1th Senior who dangl ed 
the p0ssib~l:..ty of an immense inherit ance before lus eyes . The son had 
only to fall from grace once more and Lucius would be named heir in his 
s1.ead. Luci us dectded to ta ke up an appointment as temporary Remove 
ma s ter m another's name in order ro ensure that the son's di sgr ace was 
cen aiu ~nd dec1s1ve. Men of s1erner fibre rhan Luc1us may have been 
as ea!);Jy tempted . " 

Mr , Legg<ett iooked sudde nly nred but he managed a smile as I 
ro .,e r0 go and rook me hy the arm to rhe door . 

"Whe n next you take up the c hron ,r le s of Grey friars Sc hool , do 
remcm~r the fJ.rm nj Legge t: and Tegger s. ln our sma tl way we made 
t hose <..hrorucles more :ntere sting to read. Good night~" 

: = = = = = = = : = = r = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
ON SAI..E NOW; A Specia l 20 -pa ge Convention Number of GOLDEN FUN. This feat ure s 

Cliips . Fil ,n Fun, Denis M.:Loughl i n, Peggy tht' Pride of the Force , T iger Tlm, and more -

plus a supe1b cov e1 by David Ashford . Send 38} penc e CASH to Ah n & Laurt:l Clark , 

I U"wer Chwch Street , Cudding1on , near Aylesbury , Bucks . {Not e to regular reader5 - this 

i1 not out Rov Wilson Number which will now be next issue , No. S.) 
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REVIEW 

YOU'RE A BRICK, ANGELA: Mary Cadogan & Patricia Craig 
(Gollan cz: £6 . 50) 

This is more tha n a book. It's an eve nt. 
Compr ising nearly four hundred pages, 1t is a giant refere nce 

work for the student of girls ' ficuon. It cove rs an extremely long period , 
from early Victoria n times (when most women wore the trousers without 
appearing to do so) to the nineteen-seventies (when women wear the 
trousers very obvious ly) . 

It is well-written , and gives a reader plenty to think about . 
imagine that a boo k of this type 1s far harder to produce tha n a si milar 
one about boys' fic tion, for the sim ple reason tha t girls mature far 
ea rlier ge nerally . So we find the writers lookmg at children 's bf,oks , 
followed by pa pers li ke the Girls' Friend which , despit e their t itles, 
catered more for young women, and lastly the sc hool story of Cliff 
House and Morcove type, which attracted boys as well as girls . 

The opening chapter seems co lack warm th . This is possibly due 
to the wr iters, from the highly-adva nced c1vilisauon of the nineteen 
sevent ies, dwelli ng on the squalid aspe cts of Victor ian life, aod being 
indigna nt at ma n· s i nhumanity to women . There is a keen Femim sL 
theme runnin g through tbe book, 

Vic.torian s tor ies do not s how up very weU. Our writer s tell us, 
in a footnote, that Oscar Wilde observed: "No man of fee llng can re ad 
the dea th of Dicken s's 'Li ttl e Nell' witho ut laughi ng . " But Oscar Wilde 
was a cy mc , and, possibly, a man who hked to say so mething in the hope 
that 1t would annoy , 

Our au thors are a bit sweeping about relig ion . "In spm s of the 
firm hold which religi ous ideals had taken on popular :magmatlon , there 
wa s no sy mpathy or help for women and girls who had been forced inro 
prostitution • . , Double stan dard s of Victorian mora lity - which cas t a 
gir l who had been mad e pr egna nt outside society ' s protecuon though 1t 

happily accepted the male seducer - add to the number for whom ther e 
wa s no alternative me thod of surviva l but prostitution . " 

And: "Those who yearned to 'do good' saw no dichotomy in 
forc ing the ir pregna nt maid-servants w1thour notice into the streets or 
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workhouse." 
It is not s urprisi ng, perhaps , to find our authors contemptuo us 

of Mrs . 0 . F. Walton and her sentimental little ta le for childr en, ''A 
Peep Behind the Scenes·· . They are surprised that "it has been 
freq uently reprinte d , appearing as recently as 1972 in a new paperback 
edition ," They make no attemp t to explain why it ha s so ld over 2! 
million copies and why Its populari ty has lasted, (In fac t, the new 
edition which we reviewed in C. D. in 1972 was a sti ff-covered book, not 
a paperbac k, ) 

There are fasci nat ing appraisal s of the work of Harrie t Beecher 
Stowe , Lewis Carro ll , L. M. Alcott and her "Little Women" , Susan 
Coolidge who wrot e the "Kary·· storie s, Mrs . Burnett of " Lord Fauntleroy" 
fame , L. M. Montgomery who created Anne and Green Gables , and 
E , H. Porter's " Pollyanna" who is descr ibed as the si lli es t of all the 
characters . 

Of str ong interest is the compar ison between the Girls' Own 
Paper and the Boys' Own Paper , and l was intrigue d with a plea sant and 
informative sec tion on Ange la Brazil who wrote what was then a new type 
or gir ls' sc hool yarn. 

A favourite chapter is the one on the Gir ls' Fr ie nd, Girls' Reade r , 
and Girl s' Home. but I would question the accura cy of r~e statement that 
".it is tr ue to say that these Northc li.[fe papers are collect ed today mainl y 
for the appea l of Pol11c Gree n."' Those papers aren't collect ed today • 
for the s! :nple reason that there are nex t to none of them ava ilab le to 
collec t . lJnJ1ke the School Frien d family, they were read solely by 
older girl s and young women · and the unsent imen tal ladie s never saved 
them. 

Our readers will enjoy t.he chapters, wuuen with real af[ecu on, 
on Cliff lfous e and Morco ve . The writer s pick a few holes , naturall y . 
but who can argue w:th a lady? Frank Richard s gets a mentw n now and 
rhen, bur lt 1s to the wruers' credit that they don't drag in the magic 
name just for Lhe sake of dorng s o. 

"Wil11am" is , sur{'Jy, a cuckoo in the next. Stor ie s about four 
naughty small boys could hard ly be termed gir ls' fictio n, &it it ' s a good 
s tudy of Master Brown, who shares !us chapter with a young miss named 
Jane (a stranger to me) by Evadne Price . 
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Enid Slyto n gets a look - in, though one senses that our au tho rs 

disapprove of her. They obse rve , followin g one lllyton quotati on: "Thi s 

1s a type of s mutty , chauvin is ti c humo ur whic h children enjoy, and 

inci de ntally it sums up two obiec tives of Br iti sh educa tion : to inst il an 

acute s ense of c lean line ss and to tea ch the pupil s to take the ir punishment 

like a man. The form er may be s till socially valid but the latte r has a 

Jingoistic l:Onnotatlon whic h has very litt le re levan te at the pres ent u me ." 

Tha t bu would earn approval fro m the parliamentary gem who 

cla imed that he read t he Magner for yea rs and found not lung but snobbery 

m it . 
The (ina l chapter or two dea l with post -war ta les for gir ls, a nd 

Ja m out of my dep t h. But plen ty will enio y the swi m . 

A wondertul bOok of intr iguin g r eadmg , even if, a t times. you 

c ross s word s with the authors, It is far h orn be1:ig a giant wallow m 

nostalgia , 
lt 1s quite s uperb ly indexed and acknowledgm ent s are prof use. 

I am imp re sse d by the little bits of cur r e ncy informati on , gi ven 

now a nd then in footnotes or parenthe ses ;- for instance, we are told 

(incor rect ly) that Sd. is 4p, and (nea r enough) that 8/ 11 JS 4Sp. Those 

who buy thi s book now will hard ly need to be re minded of the val ue of 

old mo ney in today' s coinage. So our authors cl ea rl y hope and expec t 

tbac the ir book will be sti ll goi ng s t ro ng for gene r ations who never knew 

re al money . 
I re ckon 11 will . h deserve s great success . If It la sts as Jong 

as "A Pee p Bemnd the Scenes", it won't have done so badly, will it? 

Before Tom Merry was c r eated, Jack Blake was the leader of the St . 

Jim' s Junior s 10 this charming old story of 70 years ago. 

MlSSING 

St . Jim's was in :a. nat,e of excitement 

the next mor ning, T he who le school knew 

now that 0 ' Arey was mi ssing, and wil d 

speculation was rife :u to what had become 

of him. 
Du ring the morning hu:pector Skeet 

came over from Rylcomb e to see th e He ad, 

and many curious t-ya: watch ed his red 

fact and p01dy form crouing the quadrangle . 

The iQfptttor broug ht littl~ nrws. The 

polic e had sea«:hed tht wood, aided by a 

number of villagers, but they found oothing 



buL 0 ' Arcy's cap. ThU. was picked up in 

th e densest ~r t of the wood . Of th e bov 
himseU noth ing had been seen , Only one 

th ing was ce rtain , 2nd that was thilt he wu 

oo long er in t h e wood, 

Dr. Holma 's h.ce was d.ark wit h 

anuety. Th e inspec tor's repOrt w;i.s a bittt: 1 

disappointment . 
' It i, certain that he is not in tht 

wood, si r ," decla r ed the port ly inspector. 

" Hav e yl)u diK overed a nything of th e 

gipsy'" 

"He h.is not bren seen, sh. If found , 

he wHl be :trrcsted " " a c ha rge o f auempl t:d 

rob bery . Nothing has bun s een of him .1s 

yet, 1' 

"Then does it not loo k as H he had 

kidnapped the boy?" a sked Mr. Kidd , who 

was present .2t th e int e rview. 

The inspector gav e a fat smil e. 

"Mv de.it sir, kidnapping is entiu·ly 
out o f d:u,., '' he udai m ed. '' I .usu rf> voe. 

that nuthing cf the kind has occ uned. If 

·;('u wish th hav e my candtd opinion, 

g t>nt1emen . :t ,, th:it this unfortunate be)' 
hiis wand ered aw ;,,y." 

' H<"w could he wander a v,aj , .. ul<ec 

rt'le hn1uem:1stc1 1 a htt lf> t,utly . "Once 

ut d th,. w,.,...d, he would koow his w.t1• 

bad t tt. St, J.1.-nes's.'' 
"A.:1d he hu cert..iinlv nO! return ed , '' 

,aid ' ~"' d•JC"tc-r. 
"He n, 4\1 have .:J rea~c,n for that, 

S"lllh·mC'n . " 

'Y ou nie.1n th at he niay be staving 

'lway of h·s ?wn accord?'' 

'' Yes. Bon; hav e run lway from 

s,:hon! befvrt-. now.'' 

"A.,su 1d: D'Arcy was not in the lust 

hkt.-ly '" do .inyt hing c f th,: l.ind . Thi: idu 

c:anoct he ent en alned for a mom e nt. You 
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, gr ee with me, Dr. Holme11 '" 

" Cert ai nly. D'Arcy has been 

prevented by fore,: fr,:,m returning t 'cJ the 

school. 11 

"It seems to me d e2r," continu ed 

the house.maste r. •His cap wu found in 

the densesl part of the w<'Od. That IC'Oks 

::11 if the gipsv bad uken him t here t o keep 
him secure until after dark , 1<1·hen he would 

be ab le to tak e hi m :;iw2y unseen. His 

motive, in the first pl:;ice, was spite ag.i 1nst 

the bo1. but he c ert :unly had another 

ob iect . 11 

"An J that object~" i nquired the 

impector, with a SU?e tio r rniile . 

'!Probab ly to extort mo ney for the 

,eleas e of the boy, " said Mr. Kidd 

imtantiy. "That , at least , is my ide a . 

0' Art'y s peop l e are very rich , and he had 

iln unusu aJ amount of poc ket -m oney for 

a sc hoolboy. Sarengro may know some· 

thing of this, hence his sci.t ing the 

opportunit y which fell his way last nigh t .'' 

"Qu ite a rvm ari:e, '' sa id Inspect or 
Skeet , with pondeKlu.s sarc.ism . "But it 

is my belief that Barengro hu ctea;ed out 

to ;ivoid being ;irr csted for attempted 

«.•bbery . 2nd that he bad nothi ng whate ver 

to do wit h Muter D Arey bl'mg ml~mg. " 

The 11'1ptcto deli vered •hJ.J c.pinicn 

with due solemni ty, and t lte docto r w:u 

somew hat impressed. But Mr, Kidd, whc 
had a very keen idea th2t the port iy 

lospt.etc.r wu :;i humbug, w.isn'r ~mprcsscd 

an th e iea H. 

The c-onfcren.:e was h::t cnuptc d jwt 

then by a jc tte r bei ng broug ht tc rhe docto r. 

ri w;u ma rked "Urgent", icd 2ddre.ssed tu 

''Dr. Holmes , St. James's Colhdg e, "'"ar 

Ryk rimbe." It ha d just been deliver ed 

bv the local post man. 
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The doc t or looked a t th e lette r in 

Jmatemen t . The en~elope: was coarse and 

Jirty . and the writing a mere sctawl . The 

pcstma rk w as the loc al o ne of Rylcombe. 

''Ex cus e me, gentlem e n," said the 

doctor. 

H e opened the Jet t er. A look of 

blank am:tnment c ame over his face. 

' 1Dear me: This refets to the missing 

bov, D'Arcy." 
Th e doc t or paue d the Jetter to Skeet 

::i.nd h e a nd Mr, Kidd r e.1d 11 t oget h er , It 

,.,as a villainous scr awl , 

"S ir, ~ Your bov o ·Arcv is in mv 

ha nds. H e is safe s~ far and will not 

b e hurt i f yo1.. agree to my terms. 
Arc you will ing to p:ay fifty pounds 

fo r him~ U vou are not, you will 

never see him again. " 
T here was nc sig na ture . 

'' T hat is co nf irmation of your theor-1 

Mr. Kidd," said the doctor q uietly . " The1 e 

is no doub t now that D · Arey has been 

kid n :tpped with t he ob ject o f ex torting 

money." 

Inspector Skee t looke d cre.straHen. 

"We ha ve no p1oof thar th u lene· 

was w ri tt en by the gipsy Bareng ro," he said. 

" Th e re c an not be much doubt upon 

t hat point ," repli e d Mr. Kidd. "D'Arc y i5 

eviden tl y in that ruffi ;;m's hands. You will 
not co mply with the impuden t demand, sir.," 

' 1Certa inJy not :" uid th e doct or. 

'

0 Th e m atter is in Mr. Skeet's hands , and 

you will reta i n that letLer, ins pector. 

Whe t her t he rascal U Rarengro o r not, 
O' Arey h : undoubtedly in the ha nds of a 

kidn apper, who must be d iscovere d quick ly ." 

"We sha ll leave no stone unt urned, 

sir," decla red the i~pecto r . pocke ting the 

l etter, and ris ing to his feet. "I expect t o 

ha ve news fo r you very soo n, " 

And M r. Skeet took his leave . 
11! have n•t mus t fai t h in Mr. Skeet," 

uid the housemaster , when t he door closed 

behind the inspe ctor. "He was sure there 

was no kidnapp ing , cmd no .... - he has no ide.i. 

where to loo ~ fot the r.iscal, I do not 

be li eve they wll1 find D'A rcy. 0 

The doctor looked worri ed. 

'' I would ra ther pay the money th an 

h.:1Ve the boy banned ," he excla imed. "But 

t he w1etch does not :say in hu lenet how t he 

money Is to be pa id, nor have we any 

guara nt ee that h• wi ll rele.ue D1Arcy o n 
receiv i ng it , '1 

"Tha t is the diffi cu lt y . We shall hea r 

from him again , ('If co urse. This lette1 is 

simply to prepare vou for paying t he ransom. 

It looks as if he fe e ls certain tha t the police 
will never be a ble to une:ut h h im ,'' 

0 1 sh a ll give Mr . Slceet a littl e lo11ge 1 

befo1e I communica te with t he boy's 

oarents , 11 sa id the doctor, ''Th e school had 

betlf'! be in!onned, Mr. Kidd . I underst:md 

that hi1 fiiends are aruoous about hlm . •· 

The ho~ r.m.:iste r left the df'nor's 

study, and th e aMouncement was m,d e i n 

1he School House that news had be en 
rec:e ived of D'Arcy , that he was well , but 

wc uld n<'t v~~ i etur n to St, Ji m's . 

But the maste rs did nc-t du.m it w is.-. 

to all ow the storv of th e kidnapping 10 be 

known. Alrea dy a 11 soru of rumours were 
afloat, but tha.t could not be he lped. 

Mt, Kidd we nt t o Kildare's study, 

Kild,ir e list e ned to what the housemas ter 

had to u ll him of the let ter, 

''U ndoubte dl y It w.:u fro m 8arengr0," 

he nid. 
"So I be li eve. No , Kildar e, Inspector 

Skeet me a llS we ll , but I have IUtle fa it h io 



him, If we wan t to find D'Arcy, we must 

doll OUJ'Sel ves, Are you wi lling to he lp 

me in this7' 1 

"Wilh ng a nd quite ready , slr." 
"Go od! The gipsy e videDlly has th e 

boy hid de n in some p la ce in t;he neigh.bow · 

hood. Tha t lener was posted this morning 
in Rylcombe, by th e postmatk, We both 

know this district well , and we ought to be 

able to rind where the scoundrd is lw-kin&. 
Don't you th irul 10 ' 11 

11We c an t iy , sir , 11 

The afte rnooo's post brought a second 
leue1 to Dr, Ho lmes. It was like the fln:1 

in app eara nc e , but the conte!lts we.re more 

to the poinl. 
"Are you going t o pay t he rifty ~ If 
you are , cha lk :1 white Cr<>S$ on the 

du d oa k in Rylco mbe Wood , Then 

I will rit e aga.a." 
Head and house.master con.suited ove1 

fhe letttor. which was t hen sent to 

lnspecto1- Skeet . The fat insptt tor .:ame 
Ul) ro S1;11)1m's in high gcod humour. 

"I -vas wai ting for som ething like 

1t>is " he dec: 1.:ared. "N ow we will ha ve 

him , 5i1, He' ll b.:av,e t.:, com~"' set 

wh ethe~ th f" muk i1 mil.de on the tree . an:I 

t hen we ' ll nab him." 

"He "ill be r,n hi i; guard , I su pp,.1$t:1 

( :, , ;i tr :tp." 

··Ct, we 'll h~ve him , nevt:r fea r!" 

'' Ir he esc.apei yc,u , m•v h, not in 

re venge de the po....,r bf,y some injury 7•· 
sai d t he dcc t o1, with ma ny misgi vingi. 

'' Ht w<'uldn 11 date,'' sa id Mr. Skee t 
.:".'n!ideDtly. "Besidu, he won' t escape .' ' 
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And of( went the lnspecto, to lay 

his ttap . Mr. Kidd consulted wit h Kild are. 

"Wha t bas 5truck you about that 

le tter, Kild ,ue?" 

"Tha t t he dead oak is very near the 

ruim or the old castl e , sir," re pli ed the 

c•pt ain of St. Jim 's Instant ly . 

" Yes, and th.at nruck me , Kilda re . 
T hat is: a very like ly p?ace for the ruffi a n 

t o keep his prhoner in." 
171 don 1t know the rui ns very wel l , 

sir , but I beJieve the re are manv recesses 

whe re a prisone.r might be kept. 1
' 

"Exactly; a nd J think that you and 

I, Kild a rf' 1 could not spend a n hour better 

t han in searching the ru ined c,1.stlt:, I know 

th e ru ins very well ." Mr. Kidd coloured 

slightly. The, e was an unple .ua n( episode 

In hl.s lif e cOMected wit h the ruine d ca1 t le 1 

but of that Ki ldare knew not hing, "We 

may as well go at once." 

Meanwhile . ;1.n j mportant coW1Cil 

of war was being hel d in Study No. 6 , 

( ANOTHER !NST AlMENT OF 

THI S 70- Yf.AR OLD STORY 

NEXT MONTH) 

COMIC SWOPPING NOTEL ETS : 

OLD TIM E CINEMA NOTELETS ; 

Send l8p ( n:1mps) ror r2nge of samples 

10 Bi1J'~ Amw em ent All ey Magaz ine , 

c/o David L2iell , 127 T ower Road 
South , W2rm!ey , Bri1tol , BSIS SBT. 

Trial box of :usc n ed not elets £I. 25 
inc ludln g posta ge • 

IN NOVEMBER CO LLE CT ORS' DIGES T WIL L BE 

30 YEARS OLD 
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BIOGRAPHY OF A SMAL L CINEMA 

No. 24. GOOD-BY E TO MARIE DRESSLER 

Our opening furure this term c ame 

from Warner's : Margaret Lindsay in "From 

Hc-adquart.en". This wu followed by 

anot her from Warner's : ''FaJhions or 1934" 

starring William Ptn,,dl and Bette Davis, 

This sounds like a musical, but the stars 

suggest that It wasn't, I can 't remembe r 

anything about it, 

Nut from M.G. M . came Mar ie 

Ora.sler and Lionel Barrymore in 

"Christopher Bean'' . This was the film 

version of a famous play of the peri od: 

'' Th e Late Christopher Buo ,., the story, so 

far u I r«all, of a famow: artirt who died 

and left all his pain: ings to his housekuper. 

I fancy that Marie Dressl er was slightly 

miscast In this oae. It w as her hn tum. 

She died before it v,,lls re.leased in this 

co untry. I ram e.mber that I felt very 

reluc taDt to play it, find.Ing so mething 

diJtastefuJ In scr eening the film of a star 

who was dead. One sm tl u u such 

nntiment tot.lay, w:,c.n many o ( the best 

films on "JV star artist s who have long gone. 

I dallied with the idEa o f cancelli.J:lg our 

booking of 11Christophr Bean' 't but I didn't, 

probably not wbhing to be a bit of a 

nuisance to a firm like M. C. M. 

Then, from Warner Bro1. , tha t 

s uperb player, Paul Muni, In "The World 

Changes". It is j un a name to me now, 

but It was a big film in 111 day. Ne.xt, 

from Wamtr' s , Kay Francis in "The House 

on S6th Street". 

Theo one of my own favourite films 

o ( the thirtla. This wa, Lee Tra cy ln 

"Turn Sack the Clock" from M. C. M, It 

wu a fascinating story, a fan t asy, o f a 

man who went back t o live his lire over 

a gain, while still retaining the me.modes 

of hia: pr e vious li fe through the same period 

of time. It ended with the great WaU 

Street crash of the early thirtia, which 

was where hi.s prev ious uhteoce had ended 

wit h hil either me.eting with an acci dent 

or trying to com m it suicide, It was whh 

this f ilm in mind that I aave the tille to 

one of the episodes in the "Histo ry of the 

Cem" . 
Nut, ftom M.C.M., Herbert 

Manhall and Eliubeth All an in "The 

Solitaire Man " whic:h, I fancy, wa s a 

Rarfles·type story. 

Then a double - future programme, 

both films from Universal: P.aul Luku and 

th e lovely Elissa Landi In ''By Candl el ight'' 

plus Robert Young in "Saturday's Millions" , 

probably a •porting stor y. 

The.a, from M. G. M . , on e th.at soun ds 

deliciou,r Joan Crawford, Clark Gab le. 

a nd FrancOl Tone. in "Danci ng La dy" . 

Then another from M. G. M. : Jean Har low 

and Lee Tracy in "Blond Bombshdl ". 

In the nut one, from Wame,'1, 

James Cagney was back in "lady Kllter 0 • 

After thh one c:;1me another double - featur e 

programme , both nlms 1g&ln from 

Unive rsal : Edmund Lowe In '' Bombay 

Mail " and Sue Carol ud Jack Mulh .11) In 

"Secret Sinne.is''. 

Next came wh.at was, I be l ie ve, our 

fim. Jea HUe Ma cdo n.ald pictur e from 

M. C. M. : Ramon Novanc and Jeanette 

Ma cdo nald ln .. The Cat an.d the Fiddle " to 



Techoicolor. It sounds gre:u. 

Then, from M.G.M. 1 FrankCe11ier 

in "Colonel Blood 11• T his was a British film, 

..ind M. G, M. probably released it as p, rt of 

thei r Renters:' Quota. Afler that, from 

Wamt:r 1s, Adolphe Men jou a nd Ccoevie,..e 

Tobi n in "E:uy to Love' ' . 

Now from M. G, M. another 

technico lour extravagarua: the adorable 

Marion Dav ies and Bing Crosby in "Goicg 

Ho ll ywood" . Then , from M. G. M., J im my 

Durante in "Meet the Sa.ton". Schnoule was 

a lways popular with ou r audiences. 

Next another double- featur e programme, 
both from Universal yet aga in : Fay Wr;,.y in 

"Madame SP'(" plw; Edward Everett Horton 

and Edna May Oliver in "The Poor Rlch" , 
This w ai followed by , from Universal, Joh.n 

Boles and Clori,1 Stu art in "Belov ed'1. John 

Boles was a very popuJar sin ging star in his 

dav. 
Nut, horn Warner 's, Pau1 M uni 10 

"Hi , Nel li e ". Soun<4 li ke a comedy, ;ind 

a bit ou t of the ordi nary for Paul Muni. 

But he was alw ays su perl:>. After this, from 
M . G, M. , came Laurd & Hardy in thei r 

latert ruJJ- leogth fil m, 11Fratero.a lly Youn". 

I alwa11s thought t hat th e Z- rul ers were 
t hr:ir metie r , but their features were always 

wdcomed in the Sma11 Cinema. 1 note , 

with somr: amusement, that among the 
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education.tl items which we ph.yEd with 

"f r2te1n3lly You.rs", was cne entitled 

"The Coming o( the Dial 11, co nc e rning thr 

di a l on telephones. It surpri1es me to 

realiie th;.t we h:i.d dial r e,lephones .s 

long ago :u tha t. 

Nex t another doubl e-featu re 

programme : from M. C. M. , Robert 

Mont gome ry and Madg e Evans in "Fugiti ve 

Lovers", plus , from Wardour Films, Bebe 

Danie.ls and CliffOTd MollinS on in "A 

Southern M:i.id'' in techn ko lor. Then , 

from Warner ' s, Jo:an Blondell in " 1''1e Got 

Your Number 11• 

Last of the term w.as :anothe r double

featur e program me, both films thi s time 

f.om Wardour Films. They were St::inley 

Lupino and The l ma Todd in "You Made 

Me Love You", plus Bust er Cr abbe in 

'
1T anan the Fearless" . 

T helm a Todd , a beautiful, willowy 

cr ea t ure , played in many good featW"es, 
and in a n enormous number cf 2-reel Hal 

Ro:1.t'h shorts , paired for a long time with 

Zuu Pittl and later on with Patsy Kelly . 

Soon she wa1 to die in myst erious 

circumstaoc.es, getting berSelf mbed up 

wuh gang sters and being murdered in a 

g;i.ng f eud, so it was said . I believe that 

ber de:ath was nev er satisf ac torily 

explained, and it i.s one of the unsolved 

mysteries of Holl ywood. 

~ Used Armada Books· Bunter's Holid:1y Cruise, Bunter & Th e Phantom of the 

Towers , Beis!e Bunter Joins t heCirc us1 Bunter the Racketeer: 12p each . S. 0. L. (E. S. 

Brooks' stoiiesJ liland of Terror, Terror of the Tagossa, Kidnap ped Schoolboy (nice cop ies ) 

60p eo1ch. ~ 0, L, '1The School Squ:i.dron" by Eri c Roche: 40p . 

P. £ P. utt .1 on .11J items. 

Cc:ontact ERIC FAYNE (no reply if item s required alrudy , old), 
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(In teresting 1tem s from the 

Editor 's letter - bag) 

H. P. CLARK (Nuneaton): It was with de ep regret that I rea d of the 

dea t h of Harry Dowle r . 
It wa s in 1968, just after I became a subs c riber to Collect or s' 

Digest , thar I made contac t with Mr , Dowler. I was very anxiou s to 

obta in a copy of Fran k Ric hards memorial number. and put an advertise 

ment in CO in the hope tha t I might be lucky. 

Judge my great surp r ise and delight when . a few days lat er , a 

copy of the memor ia l number arrived , acco mpanied by a very nice letter 

from Mr. Dowler. He would not accept payment for it, commentmg that 

It would be a sad worl d if one co uld not do a good turn to a fellow 

enthu sia st. 
Lat er Mr . Dowle r sold me a large bundle of CDs at a very 

mode s t pri ce, and I received severa l de light ful let ters fr om him . 

I shall alway s remember Harry Dowler for his kindness and for 

givi ng me one of the happi es t surpri ses of my life. 

My congra tulations on yet anotber sp lend id CO Annual • in my 

opinion one of the bes t in recent year s . 

J. W. OOUPE (Harwich): I have subsc r ibed to your ma gazi ne for an odd 

year or two and durin g tha t time have read so many eulogies that one 

wonder s if anyone has ever ventured a word of c r1tic1s m.. Can 1l be char 

s uch a let te r goes s traight into the waste paper ba s ket ? In s pite of the 

dange r of s uch a fate and as a Hamiltonian, Blakian and 'Jel s on I.Re 

OITTSIDER , I fee l co nst rained to ve nture on such a co ur se . 

My Collec tor s ' Dige st arriv es with the morni ng post and IS 

opened at br ea kfast. The Edit or ia l is disposed of wlt h rhe cereal, 

Danny 's Diary, B1ak1ana , and the Nelsen Lee Cc>lumn pas s wu h a s hake 

from the pepper pol , and I am left with The Pnst mas Call ed and the News 

from th e Clubs to digest wl!h the baco n •nd the toa st and the marma lade . 

The final c up of tea is devoted to the Adverusements and the compilat!rn 

is the n put away on the shelf as of no furth er interes t . 

PERHAPS i r co ntains what the major iry of 1rs r«::3ders want • ot 

"her eu c" - is it tha ( they take the same easy cour s e as l" 

T he encomions awarded rhe Annual suggest tha1 a widPr fit' ld of 
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approa ch would be more appropriate and a peru sual of back numbers 

from the shelve s of Mr. Norman Shaw•s entran cing empor ium confirms 

my belief that in this day and age - CORSETS should be ABANDONED. 

Reading between the lines of the small exce rpt from Derek Adley' s 

letter , I am not alone , and confidentially seve ral littl e birds confirm that 

view. 

H. TRUSCOTT (Huddersfield): In answer to W. Thurbon's query 

concermng the Greyfriars Soccer-Rugger mat ch. although I have read 

the Magnets concerned m the pas t I cannot recall their numbers. The 

story was repr inted at lea st twice , in a S. 0. L. and in the 1925 Holiday 

Annual, where I fir st encountered it. lo the latter volume it was ca lled 

"The Rival Editors". Hurree Srngh meets an old friend , iunior cap<ain 

at Southgate School , and arranges a mat ch for a half -holiday. Only 

when the Southgate team turn up 1s it disco vered that they play Rugger, 

although Wharton has had ro pur up with smggers from Temple, who 

knows this little fact. I~ this story Hamilton made one of tus rare slips 

of me mory. He descr ibes the Greyfriars si de as having sc ored five 

goals by half·t ime; in the seco nd half they scored "goa l after goal" , but 

a1 the end of the mat ch s till had only s ix goals: 

W. THUR RON (Cambridge): "Are w P told too much", I thmk the 

answer is that when we were boys we never worried abaut the authors; 

I was always convrnced that Frank Richards, Marlin Clifford. ere. , were 

all di fferent people . It must have been well :nto the 1920's bef<'r e the 

idea of pen names dawned on me, But, speakmg as an ar chivist, I think 

.!l is impo nani rhat everything possjbJe about boys· papers; writers , 

an sts publ:shers , fman ce , pseudonyms, etc . , should be reco rded for 

rhe future ~ Those of us m the s1xues and se,.-enue s a re fast disappearing , 

and future soc ial historians are gomg to find all that is now reco rded of 

great value , If all ch,ldr ens' and boys paper s and magazine s, includmg 

"com• cs" were lost, a 21st ce ntsry st udent of 19th and 20th cenrury 

chlldhood would get a very d1storred idea of the subje ct . We are far too 

near Charles Hami lton to make a proper Judgement of him. But in a 

hundred yea r s rime someone may well wish 10 write a defin1tive life of 

him, and It is the matenal we colle ct and leave behind that will form the 

basi s of this. 
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I wa s very interested in Roger Jenki ns remark that Charles 
Hamilton was a great admirer of Oicken s, but he ld only c ontempt for 
Scott's c harac ters . I wi sh he would elaborate on thi s . l don' t re ca ll 
anything that sugge s ted t his, but 1 am not an expert Hamiltonian. llut 1 
do re call a story, pos s ibly c . 1918 to 1920 , in which Grundy tried to 
form a secret society, ba sed on Scott' s " Anne of Ceier s teln", and one of 
Grundy's Co . wa s then rea di ng all Scott ' s books . Since "Anne" is not 
one of Scott' s best known novels C.H . must have been well r ead rn Scott. 
un les s the s tory wa s by a sub s titute . Do you or Roge r recall the ta le. 
I read most of Scot t when l was in my early 'teen s. and I re call that it 
was this "Gem" that put me on co "Anne of Geier stei n'' . 

GEOFFR EY WILDE (Leeds ): Perh a ps yo u will :.llow m e to c or-tec t th e ra1her mi sle ading 
Imp li c atio n con vey ed by one phrase from the Nonh em Club report i n your f eb ru.uy issue: 
'' Teed , sa id Geof frey , was p erh apS 1101 th e g reatest o f Lhe Sex to n Bla ke writ ers. , . " That 
mana~ e.s to so und d ecil ledly p,H ron iJiu ~ , not 10 s.iy di sm iss ive. Such was no1, I th ink, our 
r eJ.)Orte r 's inte ntio n , ;ind it w~s cen.ii nl y OOl m ia e. Wha t I m eant 10 say in my lalk (a nd ho pe d 
\ h1hl s .11d) wa s tha t if , in the na t ure of tM n&s, Lhere can be no fi nal a·~reement that T ee d w.:i.s 
th e ;:,r e al est of ,di 1he l:U.ike "'rit en , he was unques t iona My in the f irst th ree or fou r • . ·\nd with 
tha 1, I ' m sure, fe-y. Blake scho lars wo ul d disa~rec . 
R. E. ANDRE\.\'S (L.1\'e rsto, •k): I v..u mos l in te re-ste l"i to r e-ad the extr.:1ct from \.1r . llo lh nd 's 
le 1ter 111 1he fcb n1:1ry m:1.,::allne . 1 aho w:u pre,e nted wi 1h my f1rSI Mar;ne1 wh iJH i uffetin ~ 
!rom in eas i es for some s~1d1 ) l n1i l.ir m .il.id)•I 31 tl1e ;1Ae of 10 ye a rs. The \ la ~nel was ,o. 1,,4u 
from the \\ ,Iler Lily St'rl~. 
TO M PO R'HR (\" .1rley): If !he D1~e~t founJer f'd ! t hi nk yo ur readc ri woul d fee l l ike Ma gnet 

re:..J c rs al tht' end o ( M;jy !9 40 whe11, l i ke m e. they went to thei r nt """sa ~ent' s shop fo r No . 1684 
:m J we re to ld !hat the p ape r h~d rini shed . /\ l i; ht would :to Out ln a ll our li ves . 

NE W5 OF T~E CLU1)5 
LONDON 

The twe.nl'y -e i~h th Annual Gea e r:il Mettin ~ took l'la c e on Sund ay , 15th February , at the 
East Du lwich home of Jos ie Pack:n\ an, IL was he r sec ond c ons ec utive meetinR 3nd she was 
l(iven a hea rty vot e of tha nks for acco mmo d;,t i n~ the club on these two oc c asions:. 

Roger Jen kins w ~ e lected :11 ch a im 1an for the C harle s Hamilton Cente nary ye ar and t he 
re t i ring ot her o ff ic ers were re -el ec t ed. Cop:es o f ~bry Cado s an' s boo k , "You' re a Bric k , 
.\ n~el:L ~" we re d isph y ed by he r and det a ils wer e ro rthco n, in ~ o f the t . v. and r.idio fea tur~ in 
connecti on wi th t ht boo k , Roth her co-au1 ho r, P.Jt Cr4i~ , and .\ h ry, a tt to bt co n~ratulated 
on su c h :t stood boo k on 1hc •; irh 1 pa pe rs and books . Roge r lenk ins won Gr a ham Bruton 's tes1 
of knowle d-.;t:, R.-1y Hopk ins re ad c ha pt ers trom a Cedar Cr eek Sl O ,Y a nd Brian Doyl e ~av e h is 

}~~~';:s ~~~h:i:ifC raB~~c°!e~di~~r :~1,:;;~-s f;:;: 1
:dM;~~ e:;;sf~~

1!:ie~~r/'~d t~ 1
c~~7e J ~ <l 

det a ils discus sed , .i lar~ c ;Htt,nd;i oc-e lhorou; h.ly enjoyed th e mse lves. 
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Next meet ing at Mn, Sarah Baddiel' s resideoc:e at 43 Kendall Read, Gladstone Park , 

London, NW LO, Phone 452 7243. The date is Sunday, 7th March , kindl y inform if intending 
to be present . UNCLE BENJAMIN 

Climatic condi t ionS reduced the numbet a:15wering call - ovet at the January meeting 10 

six. A copy of the Cha rles Hamilton Comp anio o , Volume 2, aoothet splendid pubUc ati on 
from the Museum Press stable, was on view to receive high praise, 

The Anniversary Number was Nelson Lee , Old Series, 'The Great Air Mynery ' , d:ated 
27, I.1917, 59 yea rs old on t he d:ay of the meeting. For the Co ll e<:(o,s' ltem - a min t copy of 
Sexton Blak e Ubruy, Maynower · Dell Series , Numbei I , 'Murder at Large . Both items from 
the Tom Porter collection . 

The New Ye3r P.uty held on S J:anu:ary at t he home of Gerald Price was re-lhed - a 
memorab l e eve ning graced by the preseoce of Mr. & Mr.I. Hamlltoa~W right amr')ng the guests 
and devotee& t o the hobby . 

CAMBRIDGE 

The Cambridge Club met at 5 All Saiou Passage , on 8 February , 1976, Bill Lofts 
pre.siding. Condo l ences were upressed with Harold Forecait, recoverin g from an operation. 

A number of interdti ng matters were discussed, among these it was felt that i t would be. 
usefu l if the "Diges t " and "Annual" co uld carry articles on some of the older p,i.pers, sime 
those who read pap ers lik e Chums , The. Captain , Marveb , and sever al comics of the l914 
period were becoming 2 minority , and their m emories would be worthy of re.cord - it was 
rea l ised that the editor could only mU:t thiJ poin t i! the "verterans• 1 'lau.id sCl'ld him contributions . 

The Secre t ary and the President reported that Danny Potne r bad met the son of the lat e 
S. E. Awtln, 2 prol Uic "substitut e" author , and hoped to tape memories of his fat her from 
S. E. Austin 's son. 

Vic Hearn open£d a di!.:wsion on ''inte resting murde r c;a.ses' 1; ite~ c.ove1ed inch1ded 
Victorian ''bloo ds" like Sweeny Todd and Mari.a Marten; Christie, about whom Vic raised a 
number or interesting paints, and BilJ Loft.s mentioned th at bU sistel"had been a neighbour of 
Christie ; Cr ippen, Jack Overbill recalling as a bt>y of seve n, jwt beginrung to read well, the 
graffiti that bad appear ed .:>n C.l.mbridge w;.lls .i t the time. He pointed out the fact that t his 
ca se W.1$ th e. fint use of ship tc shore wireless tel egraphy to .Jrrc.st a crimb:!.aL BiU Thurt>on 
rat1ged over the fi eld of historical murders from William Rufus ( 1 IOQ) to Sir Thomas Overbwy 
in the r tign of James lst, Time was too short to co ver fictional mukden, .1nd Sherlock Holma;, 
Sexton Bla ke, and others wt>re left to anot her tim e. Next meeting, 4 March, h°'t Edward Wittl";n, 

~ 
Saturday, 14 Feb1ua ,y, 1976. Chairman Ceoffrey Wilde opened the Meeting by 

ttmarkin g th at it wu St, Valec.tine 1s Day , and somethi ng of a unique ,x.:as ion in that he 
couldn't find in bis l"ollec ti oo any Magnet :>r Gem bearing that date and obvious)', · there 
c;C'uldn't h.:ave bee n macy meeiings on thii. d.l.y: He felt that on this occ;is ion we might consid e1 
t ht: c ontinuing supp,'>rt and influ ence of the Jadiu among us · which sentimenu ht:ralded a 
1 ... und .:.f :.i.ppLluse:: w~ were pleased to rece i ve our Frank Richa rds pl.1ques Mone more it em 
with which to g1ac;e our dining ro<)mS or studies ! : A highlight (If the oening was Jack AUison's 
p1,..ientation of• A Qui1 for Magnet Fa natic,:' ft wa.s c ne of those quives whe re we a ficionados 
sh,~uld b;.\~ 1..-nown all the answers. Sad to say, many of us did DOC! But top came GeoffrEy 
Wilde , foll owed bv Bill WIJJiam,o n and then Re n Rhodes . It occ urred to U$ that we might 
again announce our meeting · place in Leeds. ll is the. Swar1:b.mo:e Educ:ition:al Centre. , 
Wood house Square, Leeds. C.ars may be parked immediately outside, Me eti ngs .ire :always 
on the reco nd Saturda v of the mont h and begin .1t 6. 30 p. m, All will be most welcome! 



A CONVENTION 
FOR COMIC 
ARTISTS AND 
COLLEClORS. 

MNt lrilaia'a top cwalc utbts ! WrUen ! 

Wton! Pal,U.aa•n l Dealen l 

A hund:cdand one notou1-tha1 \S tM world 

rec"'Ofd fOf Bnnsh comics 1b celebra.te thelf 

entry lflto lhe secon d ce ntwy .Dennl!. C1fford 

frO."'l'I the Cartoormts Club of Grea1 Bmain 

p1esents the f\rsi Bnli.Sh Convention fo, cc.m,c 
a.rtsts and collect ors.. Whethe1 you a:e a 

professtonal a co llecto r or Jim keen :>n com11.s. 

you WlU en,oy du.s long weekend at l'ie Moun! 

Roy&l Hotelmoenng and mlXlllg with the men 

and women who mako millions laugh and thn ll 

with 1he11 dally and weekly stnp cartoons. 

Oal\idayon11m9ltlllMan:a,S.-.y 
20G. M.n:la and Su. day 21atM.ucb tk• 

Mou.t Royal Hotel wW be ...... over to 

co.i.,,.10 1. 

w .. 11 at Rd.mg cutoae.tau ,aau 
Mick (Manoi Maa) llagl o, 
Loo (Sula s .... tl<ldol BoulUl&le , 

1'1-ult (Ou Dan) Jlamp-.oa. 

u,d O.aia (Steadfa•t M c'Stauclt. ) Gifford . 

In order to let everyone pattacipate 111 r?us 

umque convenuon Grand Metropob1an HOiets 

have an411ged a package The pne2 u.ctudes 

1 ... tan rail fan, to LoDdoa &oe yov 

IOO&l atatioa. . 

2. Two aifbH acco.lllaodadoa .ta ou of 

Ona d Metropolit&A 's bo .. b . 

3.F'1all Englislt bn,*1H t and dlnH r oa Ula 

SatvdAJ a.light fortk e Ally Slope r Award . 

f Of rur1he1 details of this magmf1cen.1 week-em.I 

p!easecont.lCI 
lten6 Robertson. 
7Stt.,1lorc1Plac:e, 
Ldndon WIA 4YU 
Thi Ol-629 6618.Ext 269 

Edite d by Eric Fa yne, F..xcelJl or House, 113 Croo kham R.d,, Croo k.ham, Nr. A.lderahot , Hanu. 

li t ho- dupli cat ed by York OupUc ar ing Se:rvict1 , 12a Th e Shamb les , York. 


